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Stop Talking and Listen
Wild card

Take turns not playing. At any given time, one and only 
one player must be silent. Listen for another player 
approaching an ending point to hand it off, making the 
transition seamless without overlapping.

Thief in the Night 
Wild card

When someone else plays a melody, try to steal it from 
them. Figure out what they’re playing, match it, and then 
turn it into something else. It’s only a matter of time before 
someone else steals from you.



Take Notes, Everyone
Wild card

Without discussing, everyone picks three notes of the 
scale. For the entire improvisation, each player can only 
use the three notes they chose. Extra points if you don’t 
take the tonic or the fifth.

Opposite Day
Wild card

Whatever you hear someone else play, do the opposite. 
They play high notes? You go low. They’re playing 
sixteenth notes? You play whole notes. They’re loud? 
You’re quiet.



Stop and Go Traffic
Wild card

Try to match up on unexpected stops and starts. Extra 
points if the break starts or end on an off beat or in the 
middle of a melody.

Wait, Where Are We?
Wild card

Force key changes as often as you can. They should 
sound as natural as possible, and everyone has to be on 
board with the new key before you change again. See 
how many you can fit into a normal length improvisation!



Time Machine
Wild card

Force time signature changes as often as you can. They 
should sound as natural as possible, and everyone has to 
be on board with the new time signature before you 
change again. See how many you can fit into a normal 
length improvisation!

Take Your Time, Buddy
Wild card

Play slow. Really really slow. No, slower than that. 
Glacially slow. Keep a steady pulse, but don’t speed up. 
At all.



Hold Down the Lows
Wild card

If you pulled this card, you have to be the bass. Play only 
at the bottom of your instrument’s range, and try to 
provide a harmonic foundation. Everyone else can only 
play at the very top of their register.

Don’t Come Home
Wild card

Everyone starts on the tonic. After the first note, avoid 
resolving to the tonic again for as long as possible. See 
how far you can stretch it without playing the tonic or 
changing the key.



The Muffin Man
Narrative

A small, quiet man walks into a bakery. When he is told 
that they are sold out of muffins, he flies into a rage and 
begins tearing the place apart.

End of the World
Narrative

A herd of stegosaurus are crossing a broad plain. Across 
the sky, the trail of a meteor appears. As it begins to block 
out the sun, the herd starts to panic. 



The Legend of...
Narrative

A knight is riding through the forest when he comes across 
a magnificent stag drinking from a pool. The stag looks up, 
and it begins to speak.

Puppies! Puppies? Puppies.
Narrative

Two best friends are riding bikes through a sunny suburb 
when they find a puppy. Then another. Then another. Then 
another. Then another. Then another. Then another. Then 
another. Then another...



She’s Got a Lot of Nerve Coming Here
Narrative

A funeral service is underway for an old man. Halfway 
through, his mistress arrives wearing a pink Chanel suit.

High Noon
Narrative

Two cowboys face off in the main street of a deserted 
town. Three steps. Draw. They both have good aim. It 
doesn’t end well.



Afterlife of the Misbehaved
Narrative

You’re trying to build a large piece of Ikea furniture. Every 
time you think you have it right, you realize there’s a piece 
missing from the beginning and you have to take it apart 
and start over.

Justice?
Narrative

A packed courtroom. News cameras and reporters out the 
door. The jury returns. “Has the jury reached a verdict?” 
“Not guilty, your honor.”



The Local Dive
Narrative

You’re in a seedy bar. Four men are in a dark corner 
playing cards, and one of them is cheating. You noticed, 
but the other players haven’t. Yet.

Is This the Real Life?
Narrative

A hiker trudges through the woods, exhausted and 
delirious; he has been lost for days. He clears a stand of 
trees and walks onto a field that turns out to be the site of 
an enormous hot air balloon festival, with hundreds of 
balloons in the air. 




